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Responsibilities held by local authorities for all schools and academies are funded from the 
Central Schools Services Block (CSSB), with the agreement of Schools Forums. 

The following is a list of the responsibilities, extracted from the DfE’s 2023/24 Schools Block 
Operational Guidance, which relate to the value retained within our CSSB for the former Education 
Services Grant (ESG) funded statutory services and responsibilities.  

The references are to the provision written into the School and Early Years Finance (England) 
Regulations 2022. 

Statutory and Regulatory Duties 

• Director of Children’s Services and personal staff for director (Sch 2, 15a) 
• Planning for the education service as a whole (Sch 2, 15b) 
• Revenue budget preparation, preparation of information on income and expenditure relating to 

education, and external audit relating to education (Sch 2, 22) 
• Authorisation and monitoring of expenditure not met from schools’ budget shares (Sch 2, 15c) 
• Formulation and review of local authority schools funding formula (Sch 2, 15d) 
• Internal audit and other tasks related to the local authority’s chief finance officer’s 

responsibilities under Section 151 of LGA 1972 except duties specifically related to maintained 
schools (Sch 2, 15e) 

• Consultation costs relating to non-staffing issues (Sch 2, 19) 
• Plans involving collaboration with other LA services or public or voluntary bodies (Sch 2, 15f) 
• Standing Advisory Committees for Religious Education (SACREs) (Sch 2, 17) 
• Provision of information to or at the request of the Crown other than relating specifically to 

maintained schools (Sch 2, 21) 
 

Education Welfare 
 
• Functions in relation to the exclusion of pupils from schools, excluding any provision of 

education to excluded pupils (Sch 2, 20) 
• School attendance (Sch 2, 16) 
• Responsibilities regarding the employment of children (Sch 2, 18) 
 
Asset Management 
 
• Management of the LA’s capital programme including preparation and review of an asset 

management plan, and negotiation and management of private finance transactions (Sch 2, 
14a) 

• General landlord duties for all buildings owned by the local authority, including those leased to 
academies (Sch 2, 14b) 

 
 


